
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



HISTORICAL NOTES 

RECORDS FROM THE BIBLE BELONGING TO ALEXANDER G1LLON — 

"Alexander Gillon 1 of Rotterdam married to Mary Cripps of 
Charles Town, So. Carolina July ye 6th 1766. 

Mary Gillon daughter of the above Ax and Mrs Gillon was 
born at Charles Town So. Carolina ye 25 December 1767 at 
twelve o'clock at noon. 

Mary Gillon daughter of the Above Alex, and Mary Gillon died 
in Charles Town So, Carolina, on Monday Morning 10 o'clock 19 
November 1770 within 24 hours illness of ye putrid fever & was 
buried on ye 20 Nov. 1770 in John King's vault in ye burying 
Ground opposite to ye old Church. 

Mary Gillon died at Ashley Hill on Ashley River on Wednesday 
ye 23d of October 1787 at noon, and on the 25th was interred in 
John King's Vault in St. Philip's Church yard. The disorder was 
an obstinate Billious Fever which lasted 8 days without any in- 
termission except one on the Sunday. Doctor Baur and Doctor 
Drayton at the first visit declared the Danger. 

"This just tribute due to thee 
That thy virtues have placed thy abode with that GOD whom 
thou never didst offend." 

ALEXANDER GILLON was born in Rotterdam on the Wine 
Street the North side and East end, the Second House, on Sun- 
day at one o'clock at Noon ye 13th day of August 1741, with a 
Caul (or some curiosoty) down to his Eyes. Was married to Ann 
Purcell second Daughter of the Reverend Doctor Henry Purcell 
rector of St. Michael's in Charleston, on the 10th of February 
1789, by the Rev'd Doctor Robert Smith at seven in the Evening. 
Miss Ann Purcell was born in England at Gt Warley in Essex 
on the 23d day of DecemR. 1768. and arrived here in Charleston 
with her mother Sarah Purcell on the - — of October 1771. 
God-fathers were Rev. Pogson Crooks; God-mothers Mrs Pogson 
and Miss La Port, has had the Hooping-cough, Small-pox and 
measles. 

1 For some account of Alexander Gillon, see this Magazine, vol. IX, and X. 
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Ann Purcell Gillon was born in Charleston at the S. E. Corner 
of Orange and Tradd Street 2 on Wednesday May ye 5th at 27 
minutes past 8 o'clock in the evening 1790. South Wind and 
limb, but from its premature arrival was very small — but this 5th 
day of March she is very stout and strong, forebodes much sen- 
sibility, a quick discernment, much firmness and a will of her own. 
which I trust her Good sense will make her have a proper care of. 
has had the Small-pox and 1796 had the Hooping-cough — 1802 
had the Measles, 

Alexander Gillon was born in Charleston, So. Carolina, on Thurs- 
day April 9th 1795, at half after 5 o'clock in the morning. He 
was Christen'd May the 21st, 1795— Mrs. Sarah Purcell, God- 
mother; Honble, Pierce Butler and the Revd. Dr. Henry Purcell — 
God-fathers. Had the hooping cough Oct. 1796, and the small 
pox March 1797, 1802 had the Measles. 

Ann Purcell Gillon Widow of Commodore Alexander Gillon 
died at Litchfield, Connecticut 13th May 1844, of paralysis, aged 
75 years-5 months, buried in the East graveyard May 15th. 

Mary S. Brisbane 3 died Nov. 21st 1859, at Litchfield, Connec- 
ticut, aged 66 years — 4 months, buried near her mother. She 
was widow of John W. Brisbane, who died Aug. 28th 1833, at 
Charleston. 

Alexander Gillon married to S. N. Brisbane at St. Michael's 
Church, by the Rt. Rev, Bishop Dehon 17th Octo. (Tuesday) 
1816. Of whom born Ann Maria Gillon 1 o'clock Tuesday 25th 
November 1817 in Wall Street W. of the G 0. 

And S, Brisbane Gillon born at half past 9 o'clock on Saturday 
evening July the 24th 1819 in Anson Street in the City of Charles- 
ton, South Carolina. Died Oct. the 9th. 1830, in the Pine 
Land, aged 11 years and 3 months; buried at Malona. 

Alexander Gillon born August the 23d 1821, in Charleston, So. 
Carolina, on East Bay. Died in Port au Prince, Hayti, February 
25th, 1874. Married to Lise Bart 1869, leaves one child Marie. 

Brisbane Gillon born Nov. the 11th between the hours of ten 
and eleven at night 1824 in Middletown, Connecticut. 

2 Probably the "Stuart" house. See Dwelling Houses of Charleston, by 
Alice R. H. Smith, and D. E. Huger Smith, also this Magazine, vol XIX, p. 
109. 

3 For Brisbane Genealogy, by E. H. Hillman, see this Magazine, vol. XIV. 
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Brisbane Gillon died March 28th, 1825, aged 4 months and ten 
days, placed in the vault of Major Lewis, Middletown, Connt. 
March the 22d. 

Died August the 14th, 1828, Sarah N. Gillon aged 32 years 
and a few days. Died on Edisto Island on the 11th of July — 
1831, Alexander Gillon aged 36, years and 3 months — buried at 
Edisto Island, 

Ann Purcell Gillon Died at Columbia, State of So. Carolina 
July 1st, 1833 aged forty-three years and 2 months; buried at 
Malona, 4 Maria Brisbane's Plantation, Ashley River. 

March the 22d 1827 John W. Brisbane married to Mary Su- 
sannah Gillon at Goose Creek in the Parish of St, James's Goose 
Creek, by the Revd. Mr. Hankill 6 — rector of St. Paul's Church, 
Charleston. Died August 28th, 1833, aged 32, John W. Brisbane 
of Charleston, S. C. buried at Malona, Ashley River, Maria Bris- 
bane's Plantation. 

Mary S. Brisbane daughter of M. S, & John W. Brisbane was 
born in Charleston, S. C. June 14th — 1828, Had Whooping-cough, 
Measles, and Vaccine, 

Maria Hall Brisbane daughter of M. S, & J. W. Brisbane was 
born in Charleston, S. C. June 14th — 1831, had Whooping-cough, 
Measles, and Vaccine, severely May 1843 — Litchfield. 

June 3d 1847, G. H. Hollister of Litchfield, Connt. married to 
Mary S. Brisbane of Charleston, S. C. in St. Michael's Church, 
Litchfield, by the Rev. Dr. Fuller. 

Gertrude daughter of Mary S, & G. H, Hollister born 18th of 
May 1848, Litchfield, Conn., died Sept. 13th, 1849, age 16 months. 
Interred East Burying Ground. 

Abbott Brisbane Son Mary S, & G, H. Hollister born August 5th, 
1850 — Vaccine-Measles. Robert Treate, born March 25th, 1856, 
Son Mary S, & G, N. Holloister, Litchfield, Conn. 

John Brisbane Hollister born June 19th 1860, in Litchfield. 

Abbott Brisbane Hollister died in Milwaukee, June 24th, 1859. 
Buried in Litchfield, April, 1860. 

Robert Treate Hollister, son of G. H. & M. S. Hollister died 
January 24th — 1866, in Litchfield. 

* See pp. 45-47 (Jan. 1918). 

• Rev. Christian Hanckel, D.D. 
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Gideon H. Hollister died in Litchfield, March 24th — 1881 ; born 
in Washington, Conn. Dec. 14th— 1817. 

Maria H. Brisbane daughter of Mary S, & John W. Brisbane 
South Carolina, married July 15th 1851, to Frederick D, Beeman 
Esq, Litchfield Connecticut. 

Allen Everett Son Maria H. & Frederick D. Beeman born 
August 4th, 1855 in Litchfield, Conn. Baptized October at St. 
Michael's — William Brisbane — G. H. Hollister — God-fathers; 
Mary S. Brisbane — God-mother. Had Measles and been vacci- 
nated. 

Susan Gillon daughter of Maria H. & Frederick D. Beeman 
bom Nov. 6th 1858, in Litchfield, Conn. Baptized April 10th, 
1859. Died May 8th, 1860. aged 18 months in Litchfield, Conn. 

Frederick D. Beeman died August 4th, 1860. in Litchfield. 
Conn. Aged 39 years and 7 months. 

Maria Hall Brisbane Beeman died Jan. 17th, 1863, aged 31 
years and 7 months in Litchfield. 

Allen Everett Beeman married June 11th, 1885, to Sarah Cowles, 
only child of Dr. Charles Carrington of Farmington, Conn, in 
Congregational Church in Farmington, ceremony performed by 
Bishop John Williams. 

Charles Carrington Beeman, born to Sarah C. & Allen E. 
Beeman on August 16th, 1886, (Monday Evening at 8 o'clock) 
at Farmington Conn. Baptized Nov. 14th, 1886 by Bishop 
John Williams in St. James's Chapel, Farmington, Conn. 

The following is apparently in Alexander Gillon's own hand 
"This Bible was given to Alexander Gillon by Mrs Mary Gillon 
his Mother at Rotterdam ye of November 1766. 

who died at Rotterdam on the 5th day of January 1772 with the 
cancer in her breast calmly resigned to the call of that GOD 
she so much adored — And was interred with my dear father in the 
Church on the Glass Hauser, who died ye 17 of Sept 1761 — aged 
72 and my mother aged 69. 

My affectionate sister Susannah Gillon married to Peter 

Hoderpyl of Rotterdam died on ye 17 see her will, 

the legacies she left me, all of which I requested her husband to 
offer to her two nieces Hartleys except the very large China bowl 

she Presented me with — thus in the y of her age died my 

beloved sister and now am I the only child of sixteen left." 
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Mary Susannah Gillon was born in Charleston So. Carolina on 
Monday the eighth day of July 1793 at Two o'clock in the Morn- 
ing I arriving from Gillon's Retreat on the Evening following. 
Had the Hooping cough Oct, 1796, and the Small pox March 
1797 and Measles. 

ALEXANDER GILLON died at Gillon's Retreat on Congaree 
River on Monday the 6th of October 1794, and was interred in the 
same place on Wenesday the 8th. His disorders were the Gout 
in his head, and stomac, with a contagious fever which lasted 
only eight days. His age 53 years and near 2 months. 

27 years Member of the German Friendly Society, Charleston, 
S. C. 

The Rev. Henry Purcell of Brentwood was married at Great 
Varley in Essex to Sarah Wood of Navestock the 1st of May 
1766, by the Rev. DavM Jones — Witness the Rev. Christopher 
Tennant. 

Sarah — daughter of the Rev, H. Purcell and Sarah his wife was 
born 11th of April 1767, at Great Varley in Essex. 

Ann — daughter of the above H. & S. Purcell was born the 23d 
of Dec. 1768, at Great Varley in Esse. 

Henry — son of the above H. & S. P — 11, wap born the 23d of 
April 1770, at Great Warley in Esse — died in Charleston, S. C. 
April 1819 — interred in the Churchyard — St. Michael's. 

Jane Pogson — daughter of the above H. & S. P — 11 was born at 
St. Philip's, Charleston So. Carolina— July the 26th, 1772. 

Elizabeth Smith — daughter of the above H. & S. P — 11, was 
born the 29th, of Sept, 1773. and died April the 14th, 1792 — 
interred in St. Michael's Church yard. 

Mrs. Sarah Purcell of Navestock died July the 24th, 1792 and 
was interred in the Churchyard of St. Michael's, Charleston, S. C. 

The Revd. Dr. H. Purcell Died March the 24th, 1802. was in- 
terred in the Church yard of St. Michael's on the 25th. Aged 
62 years 11 months, and nine days. Had been rector of said 
Parish twenty years. 

Jane Pogson White died Jan the 13th, 1803, and was interred in 
the Churchyard of St. Michael's on the 14th. Aged 30 years — 
5 months — and 18 days. Her daughter Jane P. White died in 
Philadelphia 21st. Sept. 1823. aged 22 years. Interred in Phila- 
delphia 23d of Sept. 
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The above pages are a true copy of the original entries in 
Alexander Gillon's Bible now (1916) in my possession. 

Allen E. Beeman, 
Fairfield, Conn., Jan. 6, 1916. 

SOUTH CAROLINA AND THE WHITNEY COTTON GIN 

As to South Carolina's purchase of the patent to Eli Whitney's 
cotton gin so that it might be free to the use of all citizens of the 
state there have been some interesting and conflicting statements. 
Ramsey in the History of South Carolina simply asserts that the 
legislature appropriated $50,000.00 for the purchase of the patent. 
In Mill's Statistics of South Carolina is to be found a similar state- 
ment. On the other hand, McMaster contends that the state 
basely repudiated its contract. In Channing's recently published 
fourth volume no positive opinion is expressed at all. 

An investigation of sources will produce some interesting inforj 
mation. In the Journals of the Senate of South Carolina for 1801 
we find that on Dec. 1 and Dec. 7 respectively (pp. 63 and 111) 
petitions were presented from "Sundry Inhabitants" of Richland 
and Hershaw Districts praying that "the patent right to making, 
using, and vending of cotton gin" be purchased so that the same 
might be free to citizens of the state. These were both agreed to. 
Then on Dec. 19 a bill was passed (Cooper's Statutes of S. C, 
vol. 5, p. 427), providing that $50,000.00 should be paid to Miller 
and Whitney for their patent — $20,000.00 to be paid down at once 
and the rest in instalments of $10,000.00 each on Sept. 1, 1802, 
Sept, 1, 1803, and Oct, 1, 1804. 

Later we find an act passed on Dec. 17, 1803 (Statutes of S. 
C„ vol. 5, p. 472), by which the Comptroller was authorized to 
suspend or recall "the payment of his warrant for any appro- 
priations heretofore made for the payments due or to become due 
to Miller and Whitney, any law to the contrary notwithstanding, 
until the event of existing disputes between the State and the 
said Miller and Whitney is concluded." Nothing further on the 
subject is to be found in the statute books. 

However, new light is thrown on the subject by the Journals of 
the House of Representatives for 1804. We find in these (p. 216) 
that a joint report was made on Dec. 18 by a committee of both 



